When the proper sized forceps have been selected, they ~ should be applied as high up under the gum as possible ; the force to be used should be first external, then internal, and so on in quick succession; the greater amount of force should however be given to the outward movement rather than to the inward, or otherwise one or both of the buccal fangs of these teeth are likely to be fractured, particularly if either are curved at the apex of the fang; during these alternate and lateral motions, the operator must not forget the necessary perpendicular action: the alternate motions being designed to separate the tooth from the adhesions to the alveolar process, whilst the downward or perpendicular action is to draw it from the socket.
The dentes sapientice are extracted by movements similar to those employed for the first and second molars, with this exception, that these teeth being situated at the angles of the jaw, and their fangs not being generally so deeply seated in the socket, the operator should use a greater amount of force externally during the operation of extraction. He should also be particular when he applies the forceps, to observe that they are forced well up under the gum, and be careful that in the application of his instrument, that he does not enclose the gum and alveolar process either externally or internally within the beaks of his forceps; if so, it is more than possible a large portion of alveolar process will be brought away with the tooth, which may be followed by a protracted hemorrhage, frequently difficult to arrest, as [April, it is within the immediate vicinity of the dental canals and * artery. Moreover Occasionally the second bicuspid will make its appearance within the palatine arch, its labial surface being closely in contact with the first bicuspid and first molar, leaving no room for the insertion of our ordinary forceps.
To meet these cases I have constructed the forceps figured at page 71 in this Journal, the finer beak of the forceps being intended to pass up, and between the molar and first bicuspid, while the inner or palatine beak is of the usual breadth, and embraces the palatine neck of the tooth. These forceps are intended for the left upper jaw, but the same instrument is also applicable to the right side of the lower jaw under similar circumstances.
In the lower jaw, it will frequently be found, that one of the incisors has been developed within the dental circle, fig. 2 , the adjoining teeth fig. 4 ; in such cases I have frequently divided the fangs with these kind of forceps, fig. 5 , which it will be observed has two cutting spines, meeting within half a line or so of each other, the other parts of the beaks being grooved in the same manner as the ordinary lower forceps; the object of which is, whilst using the instrument for divide ng the fangs, and cutting through the alveolar border, one or both fangs might be removed at the same time; if Fig. 6 .?The roots of a first molar extracted from the lower jaw, after the crown had been broken off, and in which the fangs were curved and united at their apex, with an opening between, through which the transverse process passed. Fig. 7 .?Upper dens sapientise with three fangs?the palatine fang being curved. Fig. 8 .?Upper dens sapientiaa with four fangs. [London Quart. Jour. Dent/Sci. Fig. 6 . Fig. 6 . Fig. 7 . Fig. 7 . Fig. 8 . Fig. 8 . Fia. 9. Fia. 9. Fig. 10 . Fig. 10 . Fia. 11. Fib. 11. Fig. 12 . Fig. 12 .
